Intro
What if someone told you that the American revolution started because of salt?
You might think this is a little weird, because we were not taught that in school. The closest thing to salt that caused the war was tea.
But Salt was just as signi cant factor as Tea, in the American revolution.
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Salt was very important in human history. Even the Ancient Romans depended on Salt for alot of things. to the point that they named an ancient road system

It means the salt way. The road was literally built to transport salt. But how does this relate to our sermon today, or our christian lives?
let’s pray.

There are certain phrases we hear very often in sermons or religious discussion. It’s this concept being the salt and light of the world. We are told that we are the salt of
the earth and light of the world. But while we are told to live and act as such, we don’t always get the clear idea of how this is suppose to play out in our lives.
let’s at least read what it says,
You are the salt of the earth.

But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

You are the light of the world.

A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
How are we to become the salt of the earth? We say some people are salty, or that we feel salty some time, but that’s not what this is about. God isn’t calling us to be
salty, but to be salt. Notice here, Jesus doesn’t say you are like the salt of the earth, He doesn’t say you are like the light of the world, but that we are, salt of the earth, we
are, light of the world. this is who we are.
what this means is that whatever this is, it doesn’t limit itself to actions, as in thing we do. It must be a part of our identity, who we are.
The Bible doesn’t simply call us to do Chrisitian things, but to be Christians. We are not called to make this a weekend thing, but a daily exercise until it becomes a part
of who we are.
Paul said in Romans 12:2

2 And do not be conformed to this [a]world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may [b]prove what the will of God is, that which is good and
[c]acceptable and perfect.
Paul isn’t just telling to do better things, but to experience transformation, to experience a change in who we are, as our mind is renewed by the Word of God.

In order for us to get a glimpse into how this works, I thought a quick history lesson would be helpful.
all throughout my years in school, I’ve always liked history. I’ve always been facinated with idea that you can learn from the success and failures of people in the past. As
they say those that don’t learn from history are bound to repeat it. I don’t like repeating the same mistakes, so I try to learn.
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In preparing for this sermon, I learned just how signi cant salt was in human history.

the earliest known town in Europe was built around a salt production facility. Located in present-day Bulgaria, archeologists believe that the town accumulated wealth by
supplying salt throughout the Balkans.
Salt was of high value to the Jews, Greeks, Tamils, Chinese, Hittites[4] and other peoples of antiquity.

In the early years of the Roman Republic, with the growth of the city of Rome, roads were built to make transportation of salt to the capital city easier. An example was
the Via Salaria (originally a Sabine trail), leading from Rome to the Adriatic Sea.
The word "salary" comes from the Latin word for salt.
Caravans consisting of as many as forty thousand camels traversed four hundred miles of the Sahara bearing salt to inland markets in the Sahel, sometimes trading salt
for slaves:
Can you imagine this? the price of a slave, a human being, was valued, as much as that commodity that we sprinkle on our food on a regular basis.
Timbuktu was a noted salt and slave market.
Salt in Chinese history was both a driver of technological development and a stable source of revenue for the imperial government.

Furthermore, salt literally a ected the outcomes of war. If it wasn’t for salt, the American revolution might have never happened.
We know about the boston tea party. But did you know that the 13 colonies also objected to the unreasonable tax on salt? salt was a very very important factor in
starting the revolutionary war.
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But this wasn’t it.

In His book Salt: A World History, Mark Kurlansky writes about how the British loyalists intercepted the patriot’s salt shipments in order to destroy their food supply.
Without salt, it was impossible to preserve food for a long period of time, thus making it impossible to continue ghting while being cut o from fresh supply of food every
day.
There are two things we can learn about salt from these two lessons.

First, Salt is a valuable commodity. Though seemingly insigni cant, it changed the course of history. Even today, while we may not make our 10 year plan based on where
they discovered salt, things would be very di erent if the simple chemical compound NA CL. Many restaurants will shutter its doors and meals will seem as dry and not
fun. It will become something we have to do, but only because it is absolutely necessary.
Second, salt is an absolute necessity if we want to preserve anything. Salt, not only preserves, but it also allows fermentation. If Kimchi wasn’t so salty, it would have
never survived through winter.
From these aspects of salt, we can start to get an idea of what God is calling us to be.
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Christianity, in it’s proper form, have been powerful agents in preserving and protecting civilization. Outside of its abuse, when the principles of the Bible was properly
incorporated into society, it changed everything.

in 1938, John Bready wrote the book “England: Before and After Wesley; The Evangelical Revival and Reform.
In the book Bready writes about how in direct response to Wesley’s teachings, the British civilization actually changed. Prisons were emptied, Taverns closed their doors,
morality was restored, not be force, but by the Gospel.
In His dialogue with Abraham, God made it clear that if Sodom and Gomorrah had 10 righteous people, the city would not have been destroyed.
True followers of Jesus, those who took to heart the teachings of Jesus, have always made a positive impact.
Let me be clear, for the Christians who changed the world, this positive change wasn’t always brought about through activism or in your face bible thumping. God
doesn’t require us to be obnoxious. We don’t have to shove religion down other people’s throats.
Salt is salt. It doesn’t shove itself on our faces. it doesn’t demand that we put salt in everything we eat. it’s just there.
When it is sprinkled on the food properly, it doesn’t take away from the food. It only enhances it.
Salt, is used, not to replace other spices or avors.
light, is light. It’s just there. When you have a candle in the room, and the sun goes down and it gets dark, are you afraid that the darkness will turn the candle o ?
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let your light shine. DOn’t try to shine, let it shine. If it isn’t shining, it means we haven’t lit it.

When we buy a house, and we see that it has lights, are we concerned that the lights will be overwhelmed by the darkness at night? of course not. Light is light. It isn’t
a ected by the darkness.
As Christians, when we live life as the salt of the earth and light of the world, we won’t be a ected by the world. If we are following Christ, the stability of our christian
experience won’t be a ected by the things that happen to us or around us.
What this means is that when we live out the life that God wants us to live, we will set the standard of what it means to really live.
We will set the standard of what it means to have vibrant and meaningful relationships.
We will set the standard of what it means to live a happy life.
when we live life as salt and light, we will not be found trying to copy the world in success or prestige.
Instead of seeking acceptance into the world’s mold and de ning success based on what they saw about us, when people interact with us, it should make them rethink
their priorities.
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I remember reading a quote from a book that went something like this.

“Our faith should make theirs doubt their unbelief.”
this is what we’re suppose to do!
No matter how long people have eaten their food without salt, a few sprinkle will convince them to never forget again.
People don’t think about how dark their house is until they visit someone else’s house that has a lot of windows.
that’s what we are suppose to do for people! After a solid amount of time interacting with us, they should desire what we have because they can tell it is better than what
they were used to. They should go home thinking, man my house is dark.

But how many people who attend church are, trying to be curry instead of salt, because that seems to be the avor in every dish we try around us.
if we’re in india, yes, we can taste curry in every meal.
but we are not called to by curry because we’re in india or 고추장 because we’re in korea. God is calling us to be salt, because no matter where we are people need salt!
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It is only when we live out our lives as Salt, as we are meant to be, then we will change the world we live.

God is calling us to be salt.
God is calling us to be light. To shine in the dark.
I want to nish with one more aspect about salt.
There’s a saying, you can lead a horse to the water, but you can’t make it drink.
in church ministry, we can try to bring people to church, but we can’t make them love Jesus.
But for a horse, there’s something we can do to make it drink water. feed the horse salt, and it’s just a matter of time, before they drink the water gladly.
In the same way, if we are the salt of the earth, people should become more aware of their thrist for a deeper meaing and purpse in life. When we show by our lives that
we have peace with God, people will want that! They may have felt that their life was great, until they got to know you!
I felt my honda accord was great until my sister bought a tesla!
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We can’t force people to drink the water of life, but we can certainly make them thirsty. we can show them something better.

‘Something better’ is the watchword of education … Let the students be directed to something better
Than.. what?

than display, ambition, or self-indulgence. Lead them to behold the One ‘altogether lovely.’
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Once the gaze is xed upon Him life nds its center.

To honor Christ, to become like Him, to work for Him, is life’s highest ambition and its greatest joy” (Education, pp. 296, 297).

Revelation 22:17 says,
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water
of life.
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the invitation is for all of us to come and drink of the water of life freely.
We are o er the same invitation to others still. We can’t make them drink water, but we can make them thirsty, because that’s what salt does, naturally.

So, for the next few sermon, we will explore some of the main ingredients that we need in order to live this life.

Now we will have our o ering.
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Let’s pray.

